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Hello everyone, my name is
Anne. I have gotten to know Ca-
tholicism gradually because my
husband and his family are Catho-
lics. Getting along with them, I felt
the importance of having faith. A
person who has faith is like having
armor. When I went to church for
the first time, I saw the piety of my
family. Besides, Mass gave me a
solemn and sacred feeling. That
kind of power was subtle, and I was
deeply moved. During learning in
the catechumenate period, 1 was
very grateful to my mother-in-law
for her guidance and the volunteers
for their selfless help. I also pray
God who can bring me peace and
joy, and I look forward to joining
this Catholic family.
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I came to the United States
from Anhui of China not long
ago, then I got acquainted with
Catholicism through my in-laws. I
studied together with other cate-
chumens in catechumenate classes
every week. I was touched by en-
thusiasm, peace, and the feeling of
being part of a family. In this big
family, I see everyone's gratitude
and dedication. I also feel joy and
warmth. [ am very happy to re-
ceive Holy Baptism and pray for
God’s blessing!
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Thank God! Thank Rita, Cathe-
rine, Lucy, Julia and Jenny for their
guidance. They have helped me to
get acquainted with God again step
by step. In my childhood, my par-
ents constantly taught us that our
continuous resilience, diligence and
positive thinking determined how
we strived when we grew up and it
was of no use to entrust ourselves to
God. Nevertheless, my parents
chose to send me to a catholic kin-
dergarten for two years and a junior
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college governed by Ursuline con-
vent for five years. During these
seven years, I was deeply inspired
by the nuns’ selfless sacrifice and
unconditional dedication to their
students. All of the Ursuline nuns
carried out the famous motto,
"burning themselves to illuminate
others." A few years ago, I was
fortunate enough to come across
Francis Chiao on a hiking trail in
the local mountain. He later invit-
ed me to join the congregation to
learn to worship and praise our
Lord with my enthusiastic alumnae.
I am grateful to call St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Church as my
second home where we follow
Jesus’ teachings transforming to be
better human beings. Most im-
portantly, I would like to thank all
the volunteers in the catechumenate
classes for their hard work. &
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My name is Guichi Jia. I am 78
years old. I am a lively person. I
like the lively atmosphere of the
church. The church makes me feel
happy. God allowed me to encoun-
ter these friends. Thank God.
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When I came to the United
States, I felt a lot of love and as-
sistance. I knew that most of them
were people with Catholic faith.
Their fellowships were so touch-
ing! After coming to St. Thomas
Aquinas Church, I learned more
about God. Meanwhile the family-
like brothers and sisters made me
feel supported. I am not alone
here. The brothers and sisters in
the Lord are eager to help others
and love people around them with
all their hearts! I was taught all
these are gifts given by God dur-
ing my study in the catechumen-
ate class. He brings great love to
the world and allows people to
treat others with love! This is
God’s call for us to pass on his
love. Thank God. %
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I am 6 years old. I like to go to
church very much. The teacher
taught me English and painting and
gave me many small gifts. There
were many uncles and aunts in the
church who always helped us. I
adore God.w
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Hello everyone, I am 13
years old. After arriving in the
United States with my family, we
went to the church for our first
mass. [ felt it was spectacular.
When I was in China before, 1
learned about religion on my mo-
bile phone and in school classes.
But I felt it was amazing incident
of participating in Mass in real
life. At church I learned a lot
about Jesus. What a loving man
and God he is, and how kind he is.
I will always follow Jesus. Thanks
to the uncles and aunties who
helped us! &
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I am 10 years old. Before I came
to the church, I had never been ex-
posed to knowledge about God.
After I came to the church, I have
learned about God’s story and what
kind of person and God he is. |
found that he is a very kind God. I
adore him very much and want to
follow him as an example. I like
going to church very much because
there are fun toys and snacks after
classes in church. Besides, the peo-
ple there also give us a lot of deli-
cious and fun things. I love church.
Thank God. T
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Since the first time I came to
the church to participate in Mass,
I have deeply felt that I belong
here. I have never felt serenity and
joy. God is the light in my life and
let me to be optimistic about my
life with full of infinite hope and
energy. Thank God. I feel that my
heart is connected with God. I
pray whenever [ encounter diffi-
culties. I believe that God defi-
nitely bless me. Thank God!
Thanks to the priest and teachers
for their guidance! I will let more
friends encounter God and enjoy
the gifts God has brought to me. %
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It has been my long wish of
becoming a person of faith. In No-
vember 2023, under the leadership
of my mentor Gefei Sun, I partici-
pated in the activities of St. Thom-
as Aquinas Catholic Church. Since
then, I have had a preliminary un-
derstanding of faith. I know three
generations of my mother's family
all believe in Catholicism. Under
God’s protection, each of them
lives a happy life and has a pros-
perous career. Looking at the other
brothers and sisters in the church
around me, we seemed like a fami-
ly that loved each other. What I
saw and heard moved me very
much. I didn't have much time to
participate in all the church activi-
ties, yet I have worked hard to
overcome all difficulties and strive
to learn progressively and grasp
the knowledge of the catechumen-
ate class to pursue true happiness
and peace! Finally, I would like to
thank all the volunteers who serve
the catechumenate class and thank
God for his love. ¥
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On the day of hope and excite-
ment, I stand in front of the cross of
faith. I’'m ready to be baptized and
to have a deeper connection with
God. My heart is filled with infinite
gratitude and joy because I know
that in this moment, I will begin a
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new spiritual journey. Baptism is
not only a ritual for me, but also a
sincere commitment to my faith
deep in my heart. I feel peace and
tranquility in my heart. No matter
how bumpy the path I am travel-
ling on, I know God's love and
grace will always be with me. At
this special moment, I felt the
flame of hope burning in my
heart, guiding me towards light
and truth. I am willing to grow in
the light of God and let Him guide
me throughout my life. Baptism is
an important milestone in my spir-
itual growth, and I will be looking
forward to this new beginning
with appreciations. May I remain
steadfast in my faith, hopeful and
courageous, and always trust in
God's love and guidance. May I
find strength and comfort in God's
grace and walk with Him forever.
Thanks to the Priest and all the
brothers and sisters who have con-
tributed us for us!

% 1k 34 XinYue Li

2L : Angela
4} : Katherine Tam 3Z 5 3k

WK > SHRIURL T
HREHEEEE) > FHEAK
BEEEES - REE > TR
BRREEGNE - T

My name is Xinyue Li. I am
almost four years old this year. I
like this place (church) and I will
still like it when I grow up. I
prayed and I will pray when I
grow up. T
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I am grateful that I can be
baptized and live in the Lord’s full
grace every day. I have endless
gratitude. Under the protection of
the Lord’s love and grace, I can
live such a peaceful life every
day. I am thankful beyond words.
After I believed in the Lord, my
life began to have specific chang-
es. | became calmer and more able
to control my emotions. I accepted
myself internally, worked sincere-
ly and quietly outside, and recon-
ciled with myself and others. Alt-
hough my talents are not enough,
my eloquence is not good enough,
and my personality is relatively

introverted. Yet, the Lord’s grace
is enough for me. Thank God!
Thanks to all the brothers and sis-
ters who helped us in the catechu-
menate class. T
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I came to St. Thomas Aqui-

nas Church to take English classes
and teach children music eight
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years ago. The magnificent build-
ing and the spacious venue were
my first impression of the church.
I met many enthusiastic, kindly,
and helpful parishioners in the
church. My daughter also received
a lot of love and care. She has
been growing up in a loving envi-
ronment...

I have always believed that
this world was created by Al-
mighty God, but I don’t know
much about Catholicism. After
priest and parishioners taught with
patience, [ learned a Ilot of
knowledge and solved many
doubts. I am happy that our family
will be baptized soon, and I will
be reborn and start my new life
under the guidance of God. Thank
God! ¥
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I didn’t know that God ex-
isted when I was in China, but
here I know that God exists. I will
listen to God, and I should also
listen to my parents. ¥
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I came to this strange place in
the United States for the first time,
I hardly knew anyone. My English
was very poor, so I came to the
church study English, I met teach-
er Esther Hwang, I studied on and
off for a few days. I hurried back
to China, after two years I came to
the United States again. I came to
the church again, teacher Huang
was very enthusiastic to help me. I
occasionally came to Mass. I did-
n't know much about faith, but I
have always believed in my heart
that there is a direction, that there
is a God who will guide me in the
right direction, and that God is our
God. This time, [ was very happy
to be able to enter the catechu-
menate class and met a group of
warm, kind and selfless Catholics,
who were deeply affected by me. I
believe that everyone and every-
thing is God's guide to my direc-
tion, and I am grateful to God for
the best arrangement! @

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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Participating in a catechumen-
ate class is a feast for the soul.
Each class was like a spiritual en-
lightenment, which gave me a
deep understanding of the depth
extent of faith. In the process of
sharing my thoughts and experi-
ences with parishioners, I felt sin-
cere communication and empathy,
and gained endless inspiration and
motivation. Every time I studied,
I had more firm faith and confi-
dence. I also have a deeper under-
standing of my own shortcomings
and room for growth. Participat-
ing in the catechumenate class
was a precious experience that
allowed me to keep moving for-
ward and growing on the path of
faith. Thank you to all the broth-
ers and sisters who served the cat-
echumens, and thank God.
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I went to the catechumenate
class with my mother. I was in

the Sunday class of the Church. I
played games with the teacher and

' y
listened to the stories of the little
angels. The teacher said that eve-
ryone has their own little guardian
angels to grow up. [ was curious
about what my little guardian an-
gel looked like. I hope to be with
the little guardian angels. W
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I first encountered Catholi-
cism in 1993 when I was a flower
girl pulling the veil of the bride. I
felt sacred and beautiful. In 2013,
my husband and I were married in
the Catholic Church in the pres-
ence of the Lord, the priest, and
all our relatives and friends. We
returned to the church where we
were married in 2023 to com-
memorate our 10 years of mar-
riage. We would be greeted by all
our brothers and sisters on the
wedding day 10 years ago. We
realized the Lord's call and felt
love. Last October, I met many
new brothers and sisters at St.
Thomas Aquinas Church in Mon-
terey Park. They were all very
enthusiastic and influenced people
around them with love. I am very
fortunate to join this warm family,
to be influenced together, to un-
derstand the Lord's call together.
Through the study of catechumen-
ate class, I began to understand
the Bible and think about the
meaning of life. Thank God!
Thank you, Fr. Li! Thank you to
all the brothers and sisters who
cared for and helped me! =
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I first came to the States in
2015. T met ShuiMei through a
friend. Occasionally, I went to
church with her to attend the
Mass. When I first went, I felt that
I was just going to have fun be-
cause I had no concept of faith
and I never thought of getting
baptized. It wasn't until I came to
the United States again in 2018. 1
began to yearn for God because of
living abroad by myself, all kinds

of discomfort and frustration ! In

addition, I realized everything and
benefited a lot every time when
the priest preached during the
Masses. I saw God's love and wis-
dom. Through the catechumenate
class, the warmth of my brothers
and sisters, the amiable scenes,
and the help of everyone, my soul
was deeply inspired and touched!
May peace and joy be upon me
and my family. Thank God and
thank you brothers and sisters
who have done for us! T
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Patty and 1 were classmates
in junior high and high school.
We have been very good friends
since our childhood. More than
ten years ago, she returned to Chi-
na to attend a class reunion, and |
remember very clearly that she
gave each a bag of evangelization
booklets and holy cards. I thought
it was very strange at that time.
Everyone asked why she gave us
these things and admired her very
much. Until I immigrated to the
United States later in 2017, we
met in the same city again. Her
dedication and love for the faith
attracted me to join the catechu-
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menate class. [ saw that every

parishioner is willing to help oth-
ers, and there is no conflict of in-
terest. Thank you to the priest and
teachers for their teachings!
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Since I was little, I followed
my parents in praying in Bud-
dhism and when I came to Ameri-
ca, I still prayed in Buddhism.
One day my eldest son got mar-
ried whose wife is a Catholic and
after that my son also became a

Catholic. My two grandchildren
have also been baptized. They go

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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to church every Sunday. Some-
times my children also take me to
St. Stephen Church who has an
Indonesian community. Some-
times I go, but sometimes I refuse
or find another excuse. The point
is, I'm not really interested in
coming to church. One day I
called Bong Li, then she told me
that she was going to St. Thomas
Aquinas Church in Monterey
Park. The Mass of St. Thomas
church is in Mandarin Chinese.
She said the people there are very
kind and friendly. I told her that I
wanted to go with her to the
church. That Sunday, I finally
went to church and attended Mass.
When 1 entered the church, I
heard the whole Mass songs and
Fr. Joseph preaching about the
Gospel of Jesus. I feel happiness
in my heart. I felt very calm until
the Mass was over. After that, she
took me to the hall where people
gathered to drink and eat snacks
and then introduced me to Patty
and May. She asked me how it
was like to attend this Chinese

Mass. I answered that I like it, and

I could understand what Fr. Jo-
seph was saying and I immediate-
ly promised myself, I wanted to
come to church every week for
Mass and learn to know more
about Jesus and his teachings. Not
long after that, Patty told me to
take a catechumen class, where I
started to learn a lot. I want to
thank Bong Li who always goes to
Mass with me, I also thank Patty.
She was always able to answer if [
had questions. And she can al-
ways explain to me very well, pa-
tiently, and kindly. Thank you
also to May who has accompanied
me on my journey of faith. And
everyone in the Church communi-
ty. 1 hope that after being bap-
tized, I can become a good Catho-
lic. Thank you and God bless you
always. Amen! ¥

¥ 4% Jing Zhang
B2 : Silvia

4 : XiaoQin (Jean) Huang £
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My name is Jing Zhang. [ was
born in Heihe on the border of
Heilongjiang in northern China. I
have lived in Dalian since I gradu-
ated from university. My parents
taught me to be an upright and
kind person when I was child. I
was taught communism in school,
and I was an atheist for a long
time after growing up. Although I
had heard of Jesus for a long time,
I had never learned about it. It
wasn't until the pandemic broke
out. The door was sealed by the
government. During the days of
lack of food, loss of freedom, and
hopelessness, my friend intro-
duced me to Jesus and Catholi-
cism. My friends prayed for me.
My family and I got through it.
After that I came to know the
Lord, had an epiphany, and be-
lieved in the Lord's existence. Alt-
hough I have encountered difficul-
ties and setbacks on the path of
following the Lord, I have never
given up. After coming to the
United States, I have seen the
church many times. It was the
Lord who guided me. Coming to
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Church, I felt more peace of mind.
The Catholic doctrines of charity
and forgiveness are also values
that I highly agree with in my
heart. It seems to be destined
somehow. I also often give the
water and food to the homeless
and do what I can. I am eager to
be baptized and receive a new life.
To follow in Jesus' footsteps and
pass on the love. Thank Fr. Joseph
Li for his guidance! Thank you
teachers for your guidance! Thank
God! ¥

%48 Continued on page 12
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Thank God! First, I came
from Jinan, Shandong Province.
My friend introduced me to God
when I was in China. With his
help and guidance, I came to St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
for the first time to attend Mass.
While listening to the Bible ex-
plained by Fr. Joseph Li and the
parishioners, I felt purified physi-
cally and mentally! After Mass, I
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learned about the catechumenate
class and became acquainted with
Patty and the brothers and sisters
in the catechumens. Through the
study of the catechumenate class,
I fell in love with this place. I be-
lieve that God has His own ar-
rangements. I first acquainted my-
self with God in Jinan and under-
stood Him more in Los Angeles.
Thank God for His grace. Thank
you to Brother Wang for his rec-
ommendation, to Fr. Joseph Li for
his teachings, and for the compan-
ionship of our brothers and sisters.
In the coming future, I hope that I
can continue to lean towards God
forever and ever. Thank God,
Amen! T

% 3K A& LinChun Li
B E : Henry
4 ¢ Charles Cai ZEZ&g
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Thank God! I originally came
from Jinan of Shandong Province,
and I grew up in Chinese culture,
but I found myself limited in the
United States. Thanks to Brother
Minyang Wang’s introduction, he
led us to St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church. When I attended
Mass for the first time, Fr. Joseph
Li and the parishioners read the
Bible in depth. That made me feel
purified both physically and men-
tally. In this foreign country, I
felt at a loss when facing an unfa-
miliar environment. Patty, whom
I first met in church, has always
encouraged me to rely on God.
She taught me to believe in God
and to fill my heart with light and
live a more brilliant life. I learned
to pray, to give thanks every day.
Through catechumenate classes, I
learned to understand God more
deeply. Thanks to Brother Wang
for his introduction, Fr. Joseph Li
for his teaching, and Patty for her
constant care and encouragement.
During the Mass, I felt peace and

joy. Besides I gradually discov-

ered that God has revealed me
many mysteries through the cate-
chumenate classes. Thank to the
teachers and priest for their guid-
ance. Thank God! In the coming
future, I will continue to seek
God's will and treat everything
around me with gratitude. May I
always lean towards God, Amen!

i
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4t X 4 Dalin Long
B E : Anthony
X : Henry Chen BEE S
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I came from Guilin of
Guangxi Province. My fellow in-
troduced Shuimei to me. She
brought me to St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Catholic Church and let me
feel God's call. Through a period
of study in a catechumenate class,
I shared my faith with parishion-
ers. My heart was full of peace
and hope. Thanks to the love and
help of my brothers and sisters in
the catechumenate class. 1 feel
God's love deeply, and I pray that
God will give me strength and
confidence when I am helpless
and confused. I am very happy to
be baptized. I am willing to en-
trust everything to God. May God
bless my family and I with peace
and health. Thank God! ¥

¥ X 4k WenQin Lan
BE:Liza
A : JessieWang T 3%
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My name is WenQin Lan. |
came from Fujian of China, I be-
lieved in Buddhism because of my
parents since I was a child. After |
came to the United States last
year, my husband has a friend
who has not only been U.S. for
more than 20 years but also a
Catholic senior parishioner since
he was a child. After several chats
with him, I started attending
Mass, then proceeded to join the
RCIA class. I felt deeply inspired
and moved in my soul. My mood
has improved significantly, and
my work is going smoothly. I will
pray more and study the Bible
more often in the future. Thank
God! I am thankful to the priest
for helping us catch up on missed
lessons. T
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My name is WenPan Gao. I
came from Fujian of China. I
used to follow my parents to be-
lieve in Buddhism when I was in
China. I met Brother Tom Chen
last year after I came to the United
States. He told me how good Ca-
tholicism is. After listening to
him a few times, [ participated in
the catechumenate class in Monte-
rey Park although no work or
business was going well. Howev-
er, since I participated in the cate-
chumenate class and learned to
pray, my work and business have
become more and more smooth
gradually. Thank God for all this
and thank for the brothers and sis-
ters who serve the catechumens! I
will always pray and follow Jesus
in the coming future. Thank God!
iy
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I came to the United States
alone in 2014. Thank God! With
His arrangement of letting me
know St. Thomas Aquinas Catho-
lic Church of by an accidental
chance. Then I attended the first
Mass, which inspired, touched,
and benefited me a lot. I believed
there was a plan somehow. Thank
God for His grace and for the
companionship of our brothers
and sisters in the Church. Through
the catechumenate classes, I have
a stronger belief in God, and I am
willing to give my love to every-
one around me. Looking forward
to being baptized as a Catholic!
May my family and I receive
God's grace. Amen!
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I am from Fujian of China.
Regarding to Catholic faith, I just
thought that this was just a reason
to get a green card in the United
States initially. I couldn't distin-
guish between Catholicism and
Christianity.  As time slowly
passed, I went to church again and
again, listened to Fr. Li's sermons,

and the teachers of the catechu-
menate class, and gradually un-

g e
)
derstood God's faith. 1 think it
may be God's call and grace that
has made me feel very happy to
receive baptism and pray. May
God bless me and my family with
peace and joy! Thank God!

% X & Michael (ChengWei) Lee
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When I was a child, my
mother always took me with her
to church. After coming to the
United States in 1985, my parents
were constantly working to pro-
vide me and my sister a better life.
Last year, I began attending cate-
chumenate class. Thanking the
friends of the church like Patty,
Vicki, Louis and Felicia who’re
taking their time to preach the
gospel of God diligently. I am
very grateful, and I will continue
to rely on God in the future to
preach the gospel of God with my
friends in the church. @
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My journey with God began when I studied in a Catholic elementary school. I became an altar server a year
before I came to the States and the friendships God has given me through this community impacted my life forever.
I learned to put myself in people’s shoes and give people the benefit of the doubt because of them. I also gained a
strong sense of morals, and the strength of kindness. I moved from country to country quite often when I was
young. It is because I know that God has a plan for me that I can make new challenges with confidence. Things
may not have always gone exactly the way I wished, but I always find myself ending up at a place I feel I’'m meant
to be. I learned to trust and love myself because of God. Thank God for being my home, my shelter, so that I can
walk forward. Amen.
L |
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2024 Full Communion
Name ¢ o2 Baptized Name Sponsor
1 XiaoQian Wei e Anne Holly Huang & % 2%
2 SuiQin Wei ¥R Alena Mary Zhan A £ 3>
3 Angela Yang BEF Teresa Jenny Choi & %
4 GuiChi Jia - =1 Anne Mary Xue FEZ
5 ZhiChao Yu < AR David Ken Zheng b
9 YangYang Gao B A Emilia Felicia Wu S B %
10 Jing Li 3 5% Regina Grace Sun TR
11 Feng Mei Liu RS Laura Teresa Wang 3% &8
13 Xiang Li 3 ¥ Leo Ben Li 24
14 Gang Zhou ¥ K Eugene Francis Chiao % Tk’
16 Hong He [N S & Holly Esther Hwang & /|' B
17 Xue Lyu g 2 Emilia Pearl Tian I ¥ 73
18 Jiao Lyu E ¥ Zita Lina Wang 3 i
20 QiuLing Xie B A Irene ShuiMei Sun  Ti-k 4%
21 YueZhen Yu £ Clare Patty Yee £ 1R 5
22 Lina Lnu D & a Catherine May Yip 3
23 Jing Zhang kO Silvia Jean Huang % 8%
24 YanYan Chen Fi % ¥ Anna Cynthia Liu g %
25 LinChun Li 3 HE Henry Charles Cai BEE R
26 DalJin Long v 4 Anthony Henry Chen M & %
27 WenQin Lan W2 & Liza Jessie Wang 3 %
28 WenPan Gao %< Thomas Tom Chen LS
29 ChuanHong Jiang ¥ 2 John Mason Chen  ft }&
30 YiGuo Yu £5FR Joseph YunJin Lin 44
31 Michael Lee I Michael Louis Wu Ea =
2024 Baptized Only

YanKai Yu TANE Charles David Lin s

JiaQi Yu T3 Isabel ZiTong Zhao A F 5%

JiaLin Yu T AR Catherine Franca Zheng #% i
12 XinYue Li FHn Angela Katherine Tam #.¥ sk
15 Helen Zhou B Helen April Dai pER=
19 YinPeng Ai YR Chris ZiHan Zhao A+ /&

2024 Confirmation and Communion
32 | ManChing Wong g Rose Vicki Tang ¥ ML &
F&T

B e g =
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