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I knew God exists as I grew
up from a Catholic school. But for
various reasons, I have never taken
the initiative to further the relation-
ship with God. After coming to the
United States in 2021, [ might have
stayed alone some time and then I
often felt God desired me to deter-
mine to follow Him. Last year, |
began attending Catechumen-
ate classes. Thanking the friends of
the church for taking their time to

reach the gospel of God diligent-

y. I am still very weak, and I will
continue to rely on God in the fu-
ture to preach the Gospel of God
with my friends in the Church. %
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I came to the United States
from a Buddhist family of China
in 2005. And I have always
thought that different religions,
just Tike the teachers of different
subjects when I was studying,
contains knowledge above my-
self. At that time, I was so anx-
ious when coming to the United
States without any directions and
goals, but only with a two-year
temporary green card. As the two
years approached, I was dis-
tressed whether I could get a for-
mal green card. Patty is a good
friend I have known for more
than 20 years, and she has always
encouraged me to trust God
(Lord). T also 'ho(Ped to sta
live in the United States. She al-
ways cared about me. She said to

and

&9
pray for me. As long as we believe
m God, we will have light in our
hearts, and our lives will be more
wonderful. I also felt that God was
always in my heart. Besides, I be-
gan to learn prayer, give thanks
every day and keep learning.
Thanks for the teachers of the
RCIA class in Monterey Park. The
help me to understand God better.
know that I have not tried hard
enough. And I hope that I will con-
tinue to rely on God, treat every-
thing around me kindly, and be a
pleasing daughter of God when the
days to come. ¥
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My parents are Christians. [
used to attend children's Sunda
school at the Christian Churc
when I was younsé. My first en-
counter with™ Catholicism was at
the age of fifteen when entered
Wenzao Ursuline Women's For-
eign  Language College in
Kaohsiung, Taiwan. It was a full
of novelty at the first time I attend-
ed Christmas Eve mass when [ was
living on dormitory. I was very
impressed to see the white-robed
nuns performing respectfully in the
church. I spent five years in this
school happll?/. The nuns provided
us very excellent personality edu-
cation. It was truly a gift from
God, and I was full of gratitude.
After %raduatm%, I got married,
went abroad to have children, got
to work in the society, and met
with different religions. Yet none
of them moved me. Last year, re-
sponding to a recommendation of

ita Wang, my classmate of Wen-
zao, | participated in the catechu-
menate class, of this church and
began to receive a series of courses
arranged by the church. During
these months, I listened to the ex-
Elanatmns and guidance of priests

nowledgeable ~ parishioners an
catechumenate teachers. I was very
impressed of their enthusiasm,
love, calm attitude, and tolerance
of other religions. The seed that
God had planted in my youth
worked. My heart suddenly settled
down with a deep sense of belong-
ing and I was filled with joy. I was
my honor to have Catherine Tsai
as my sponsor. I am looking for-
ward to receiving the sacrament of
baptism. I would like to thank all
the brothers and sisters in the
Church and hope to continue to
learn from them in the days to
come. Pray to the Holy Spirit will
always be in my heart, guide me to

be a good disciple, to be closer to
God. After being baptized, I will
start from the heart and become a
new person. Thank God. T
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I grew up in Chinese culture
and the world of Confucianism.
Everything was so beautiful. Un-

til I came to the United States, |
found that my ability was limited
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as | was depressed to see the elderly
on the street without support. I ap-
lied for on-the-job training so that
_could stay at work after gradua-
tion. The boss was also a graduate
of our school. Everything went
yer¥ smooth, but I didn’t feel any
Jloy ul. I began to look for church.
graduated from Catholic school.
My mother was a pious Christian,
and I accompanied her going to
church to worship, sing, and read
the Bible but I did not join. On the
contrary | was taken by someone I
didn't know to believe in Buddha.
At first, I would be afraid because
we never worshiped our ancestors.
But we did not worship Buddha
statues. It was just a font of the Lo-
tus Sutra, which 1 knew was the
highest sutra in Buddhism. 1 got it
on Teacher's Day, so I started read-
ing it every morning and evening.
Gradually 1 became happy! If you
are not happy, how can you bring
laughter to others? Until my class-
mate Rita led me to St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Church in Monte-
rey Park, I realized that there
seemed to be a lot more I need to
do! I felt that peace and joy durin
Mass. Besides, it seemed that
found more and more that God has
many mysteries to reveal to me
through the study of catechumen. I
will try to continue to seek His will.
Thanks to the teachers and priest
for their guidance! Thank God!
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Firstly, I introduce myself. I
was born in a Catholic “family.
When [ was five years old, I be-
gan to hate going to church very
much and often rebelled against
mI)ll parents. My father was sick
when I was five. Then, I began to
kneel in front of the bed every day
to Eray and asked God to save my
father. My father passed away at
the age of nineteen, I was very
miserable at that time. I did not
contact my classmates. I did not
want to pray with God as I felt
God did not listen to my prayers
and took my father's life away. |
got married and had children and
everything was very smooth. Un-
til seventeen years ago, my hus-
band died suddenly. My mother
passed away nine years ago too. |
was very sorrow, then I suddenly
fell to the ground. My youngest
son called 911 to send me to a
hospital. I did not have any re-
%%onse during emergency rescue.

eard a doctor said to a nurse. If

she still had no response after 20
to 30 minutes, let patient go by

extubating. I could hear but I didn't
have the strength to speak until my
cousin came to see me and kept
calling 1’1’\1)/ name. Suddenly, I
shouted "Virgin Mary", then I was
sober. Since then, I had been look-
ing for the Catholic church, my
friend took me to the place was not
the Catholic church. Four years
ago, I met Francis Chiao in my
friend's flower shop. He gave me a
business card. I called and asked
him some questions half a year lat-
er. He told me that he was a Catho-
lic, but I did not actively contact
him at that time. Until this year, 1
reached out to him again and want-
ed to see the church he went to. He
believes in God, so I went to the
Catholic church where he went on
January 29, 2023. 1 entered the

church’ and saw Virgin Mary of

God and Jesus Christ. That made
me feel an indescribable JOK in m)i
heart. I called God in my heart.
found a place to go home and told
myself I was finally home. Praise
be to God! ¥
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Thank God! I used to be a
Buddhist. After I met my boy-
friend, Wayne, he prayed for me
every night and often took me to
the Catholic Church for Mass on
Sundays. My boyfriend is my

reatest angel. I was touched bly
is pr.zgfers everf/ night. God real-
ly guided me slowly. One day I
suddenly became enlightened and
wanted to know God. Last year
when I was sick, I prayed to God
unintentionally, “may God not let
me hurt.” God heard my prayer.
As a result, my pain relieved a lot.
Therefore, I made uEIIJ my mind to
join the Catholic Church and be-
come an authentic Catholic. I told
mWy bozfriend about my thought.
hen he knew I wanted to be a
Catholic, he was very happy and
said to me, “go to class and re-
ceive baptism before becomml% a
Catholic.” I immediately searched
the Catholic Church in the Chi-
nese community on the Internet. I
found St. Thomas Aquinas Church
in Monterey Park. Then I immedi-
ately attended the catechumenate
class. While studying in the cate-
chumenate class, I learned and
understood some Catholic doc-
trines. After a period of studying,

I felt God's deep love and his tol-
erance. I now feel closer and clos-
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er to God, and I feel that God is
accompanying, leading me, and
keeping me away from sickness.
In addition, attending the catechu-
menate class allowed me to get to
know many brothers and sisters.
It made me feel the warmth of my
family. They did not expect any-
thing in return, like real family
members. Especially my sponsor,
her meticulous help and care for
me, made me feel that God is by
my side, loves me, protects me
and gives me courage an

strength. I am determined to fol-
low God and desire to be bap-
tized. 1 am willing to rely and
entrust to God. Pray for peace,
health, and a happy family in the
future with God's blessing. Thank
God again! %
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Thank God! Along with
God's arrangement, I got known
with Uncle Minyang Wang. I
went to St. Thomas Aquinas %ath-
olic Church to attend the first
Mass under his guidance. After
then I fell in love with this place.

I was inspired and moved in my
heart deeply. In short, it was very

beneficial to me. I believe in
God’s plan. Thank God for His

race. Uncle Minyang Wang for

1s guidance, and brothers and sis-
ters in the Church for their com-
](:)}anlonshlps. I firmly believe in

od through the study of catechu-
men. | am willing to give my love
to everyone around me. = May
God’s grace be available to me and
my family. Thank God! &
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I started to encounter the

Christian church with my mother
when I was in the third grade. My
mother would take me ever}f night
to attend their meetings. 1 have
felt the harmonious atmosphere of
the church since I was a child.
Every uncle and aunt gave me car-
ing and warm blessings. I had nei-
ther a good understanding of the
church nor Jesus’ love. However,
the Lord Jesus still loves me, and 1
feel that the Lord Jesus is helping
me and fulfilling many of my
wishes. My friend said that God
must be protecting me. I thank the
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Lord for his gift
Through the guidance of Uncle

Wang, I came to Monterey Park
Catholic Church to join the cate-
chumenate class so that I can %ft
closer to the Lord. Thank all the
teachers for their hard work. I am
willing to follow my Lord forever
and ever. Amen! ¥
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I encountered Christianity after
marry1n§ my wife (Juan Wu). Eve-

day I could see her praying to
the Lord to keep our whole family
safe and healthy. 1 didn't under-
stand at that time. Later through
her influence, I gradually under-
stood the Lord, so I participated
Catholicism and believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ with her. Be-
sides I also felt Lord’s love, his
help, his forgiveness of our sins
and his salvation from our suffer-
ings. I would also like to thank the
teachers of the catechumenate class
for taking their precious time to
teach us the truth of the Bible and
share us their testimonies so that I
can know the Lord better. Thank
the Lord and thank the teachers! ¥
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1 did not have access to Christi-
anity in Hunan, China.  After
coming to the United States, |
lived with my family in Seattle for
more than ten years. After then I
moved from Seattle to Los Ange-
les, there was lack of work oppor-
tunity and life pressure. Became
frailer and sicker when I got old.
Since I met brothers and sisters in
the church last year, they cared
about me and brought me into the
church. During the Mass, I felt
very peaceful and comfortable.
Especially when I was taking the
citizenship examination, many
brothers and sisters prayed for
me! God comforted me, let me
trust in Him, relieved my stress,
and relaxed me. [ was really
blessed to pass this exam. [ am
thankful to God, and I was finally
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%jranted citizenship by means of
the enthusiastic Fraﬁ/ers of the cat-
echumen as well. Later, I learned
more about God through the study
of catechumen. I will study slow-
ly and let the Word of the Lord
enlighten me even though there
were many accidents in the world
that prevented me from under-
standing Lord's will. Thank God
for accepting me as His disciple!
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When I came to the United
States, my father brought me to
the church. I felt that the church
was, alike a big family, and every
sibling was very friendly. Every
time 0 to church, I feel ve

rofound and gratified. In fact,
here are very few things I can do.
Along with a bit of perseverance,
have been motivated. Even
though there are many doubts and
obstacles ahead, I “feel that I
should not give up. 1 must keep
moving_ forward
faith. ~In addition, thank teachers
of the catechumenate class for
giving their effort and teaching us
carefully, thank you. Finally, ask
%}od to bless us alll Thank” God!
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To recall now, I am very grate-
ful to God for allowing me to
walk into the church and encoun-
ter with and learn about Catholi-
cism. I was not born into a Cath-
olic family, but I was very fortu-
nate to have exposed to Catholi-
cism through teachers, friends,
and classmates since I came to the
United States. Also, I have made
a lot of friends in the church. I
have had a deeper understanding
of Catholicism step by step while
studying in catechumenate classes
every Sunday evening. During the
study of the catechumen, I have
learned that everyone has their
own arrangements. And I sudden-
ly have realized that everything is
arranged in fact, just like when I

St. Thomas Aquinas Church
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came to St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church. No one led me
over but unexpectedly I wanted to
find a church to get to know. In-
deed, God brought me here. In
the church I feel like home. Eve-
ryone treats each other like family
members. It is very warm-
hearted. The end of the catechu-
menate class will really be a new
beginning for me. Thank God! ¥
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I was born in Shiyan, Hubei
Province. 1 had worshiped Bud-
dhism with my mother since I was
a child. We didn't have the oppor-
tunity to encounter Catholicism
when we were in my country. Af-
ter coming to the United States
with my mother at my age of 15, I
was influenced by my future step-
father. 1 felt that C>a]1tholicism is
an attractive faith and then I slow-
ly learnt about Catholicism. The
church contains a long tradition
and rich religious culture. Soon
after I came to the United States, I
followed my stepfather to church
every Sunday. The moment I
stepped into the church, I felt that
it was a peaceful and solemn

lace. When I attended the Catho-
ic ceremony, I felt very comforta-
ble and peaceful. People around
me were with love. Besides, they
shook hands and hugged each oth-
er. The ceremony also often illus-
trated respect to God and inspira-
tion to the believers. It made my
soul healed. In the meantime, |
was moved strongly by the values
of love, forgiveness, redemption,
and peace in Catholic doctrine.
My mother's experience made me
decide to embrace Catholicism the
most. She would often have
stomach pain after the operation,
and many doctor consultations did
not work at all. It was also use-
less to go to the temple to worship
Buddha and burn incense. At that
time, my mother and I did not
start to belief Catholicism. One
day my mother's stomach hurt so
much that she wanted to pray to
God to see if she could stop her
stomach from serious hurt. Mi-
raculously, my mother's stomach
really didn't hurt so much after a
while. Afterwards, my mother and

St. Thomas Aquinas Church

I experienced the power of prayer,
and we joined -catechumenate
classes together to study cate-
chism. Thank you to all the teach-
ers for their dedication! Praise be
to God! ¥

Richard Nobuo Nakano
#£ 4 : Randy Brambila

My name is Richard Nobuo
Nakano. I was born in Los Ange-
les, CA and have lived in South-
ern California my whole life. |
Erew up an Evangelical Christian;

oth my parents had a strong faith
and did their best to teach my
three siblings and me about God
and how to live a righteous life
for Him. We attended church eve-
P, Sunday and many of our
riends were made at church.

I have been attending St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
(STA) since last March, after the
passing of my mother-in-law, may
she rest in peace. Fr. John minis-
tered to her in her last days, and

resided at her memorial Mass.
n so doing, he blessed our family
with his love and kindness, and
helped arouse in me a desire to
finally join with my ever-patient
wife, Noemi in the one true Cath-
olic and Apostolic Faith.

With the guidance and prayers
of my dedicated Catechists, Mrs.
Divina Rodriguez and Mr. Henry
Ayala, Religious Education Coor-
dinator Mrs. Ana Martinez and
support of the AFF program, and
after much studying, reflection,
and learning about the Catholic
Church, a deep longing has devel-
oped in my heart and soul to fully
join the Faith Community of STA,

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
and to confirm, strengthen and
deepen my Christian faith. I firm-
ly believe God wants me to em-
brace His Complete Truth and
only His Holy Catholic Church
can claim that. That is why I am
on this faith journey, and I hope
and pray to be recerving the sac-
raments for the confirmation the
First Communion soon. Thank
you for your prayers and sup-
port! T
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Jose N Vanegas
XX : Elpidio Abrajan

My name is Jose N Vanegas,
my journey into the Catholic
faith after been baptized in 1965,
started at the age of 8 years old
in Mexico City. Were 1 began
preparing for my sacraments of
Holy communion and confirma-
tion. But a few months later I
had to postponed that proses be-
cause my future changed.

In 1973 T was brought to the
United States, the language and
not having the guidance to con-
tinue my journey into the catho-
lic faith. As time passed me by
and trying to survive growing up
in society. I lost my way for a
while, and only attending church
periodically. After I had started
my family, I continue to attend
church periodically.

In my thoughts I had wonder
about re starting my journey to
receive the rest of my sacra-
ments, but I didn’t know how to
go about it. In July of 2022, I
came to realize that that it was
time to continue with the sacra-
ments, I came to father John and
asked him if it would be permit-
ted to received them.

My journey to receive my sac-
raments and understand the cath-
olic faith, started in September of
2022. This journey has Renewed
my faith and confirm my believe
in God the father, the son, and
the holy spirit. Spiritually it has
given me a purpose, through the
adult religious class, the bible
studies and the great parishioners

St. Thomas Aquinas Church

SASBRIREFR Pray for the Confirmed. M

at ST Thomas Aquinas church,
my journey continues forward
but not just for me, but also for
my grandson. T
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