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7 i < Fr. John Kyebasuuta f ITQ'J’FLTP
Divine Mercy Sunday April 19th 2020 Liturgy of the Word

Dear St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners and friends,

I hope you had a good Holy Week and Easter. We continue to worship God using the
resources at our disposal at this time. Some of you may not be able to access the Zoom
Application. So, we are sending you this liturgy of the Word so you can stay connected to
the readings we use at Mass every Sunday. A short homily is included after the gospel.

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Dear friends, we are gathered to give praise to our God. Let us begin by asking for his mercy
and compassion towards us.

All: Together we pray:

I confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters,

that [ have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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OPENING PRAYER

God of Mercy, you wash away our sins in water, you give us a new birth in the Spirit, and
redeem us in eh blood of Christ. As we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, increase our
awareness of these blessings and renew your gift of life within us. We ask you this through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

All: Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Reading 1 ACTS 2:42-47

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

They devoted themselves

to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life,

to the breaking of bread and to the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone,

and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common;
they would sell their property and possessions

and divide them among all according to each one’s need.
Every day they devoted themselves

to meeting together in the temple area

and to breaking bread in their homes.

They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart,
praising God and enjoying favor with all the people.

And every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm PS 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting.

Let the house of Israel say,

“His mercy endures forever.”

Let the house of Aaron say,

“His mercy endures forever.”

Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His mercy endures forever.”
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R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting.

| was hard pressed and was falling,

but the LORD helped me.

My strength and my courage is the LORD,

and he has been my savior.

The joyful shout of victory

in the tents of the just:

R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting.

The stone which the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.

By the LORD has this been done;

it is wonderful in our eyes.

This is the day the LORD has made;

let us be glad and rejoice init.

R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting.

Reading 2 1 PT 1:3-9

A reading from the First Letter of Peter.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,
kept in heaven for you

who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith,

to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time.

In this you rejoice, although now for a little while

you may have to suffer through various trials,

so that the genuineness of your faith,

more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire,
may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor

at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Although you have not seen him you love him;

even though you do not see him now yet believe in him,

you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,

as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
The Word of the Lord.
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Alleluia JN 20:29

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord;
blessed are they who have not seen me, but still believe!
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel JN 20:19-31

A reading from the Gospel according to John

On the evening of that first day of the week,

when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,

for fear of the Jews,

Jesus came and stood in their midst

and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,

and whose sins you retain are retained.”

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve,

was not with them when Jesus came.

So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
But he said to them,

“Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands

and put my finger into the nail marks

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

Now a week later his disciples were again inside

and Thomas was with them.

Jesus came, although the doors were locked,

and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side,

and do not be unbelieving, but believe.”
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Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples
that are not written in this book.

But these are written that you may come to believe

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,

and that through this belief you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.

HOMILY

A few days before Jesus was arrested, he had brought Lazarus back to life.
There are also other instances where he cured the sick and brought the
dead to life. The disciples witnessed most of these, yet we see that at his
own death, they do not believe he would rise from the dead. They stayed
together in fear and wondering about the future of their own lives. They
were afraid that those who put Jesus to death would kill them too. They
had no peace in their lives.

After rising from the dead, Jesus appeared to them and gave them comfort
and assurance that he had risen from the dead. He came to give them hope
and to wish them peace. He commissioned them to go out and forgive sins,
work miracles and be kind to everyone.

After encountering the risen Lord, the disciples were not afraid any more.
They followed Jesus' instructions and went to different places doing good to
people. They formed small communities and gathered in people's homes for
prayer. They ate together and got to know each other more. With
confidence and enthusiasm, they formed our early church.

We have witnessed the risen Lord in so many ways in our lives. He comes to
us in our sufferings and in our joys too. In the Eucharist, in the scripture,
and even in our daily life, he comes to us to give us comfort and hope.

During this pandemic, when we see the entire world going through the
uncertainty of the coronavirus, and the domino effect that is affecting every
aspect of our lives, it is easy to have doubt in God. We wonder, why does
God not do something about this? Why doesn't he stop it? Why can't he

15



bring peace to the world? Many questions come to challenge our
commitment and our faith in Christ.

These are probably the same questions the disciples had when Jesus was
arrested and put to death.

Things we took for granted, such as going to Church on Sunday, visiting
friends, going shopping, all have been changed over the past month. We are
afraid, doubtful, and sometimes lost. Yet at the same time, like the
apostles, we are people of the resurrection. The resurrected Jesus gives us
hope, that even in this time of darkness, he is with us. He assured us that
wherever two or more are gathered, he would be in our midst. So, whenever
we share a meal together or when we share time as thoughts in our own
homes, we encounter Christ in our midst. Not only that, in our own homes,
we now find the domestic church where we pray and break bread together.

On this Divine Mercy Sunday, let us pray that God of Mercy may look upon
us, his creation, and give us a new life. We pray that through the risen
Christ, his mercy may be made visible to us every day, especially at this
time.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have continued
to support our church financially during this difficult time. As you may
know, all of our parish staff is still working and our bills still come in. [ am
therefore encouraging you to please continue to support our parish
financially, either by sending a check through the mail, or by donating
through Faith Direct on our parish website, www.stampk.org. My sincere
appreciation to you for keeping the parish running.

The Creed

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
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begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

General Intercessions

Let us pray for the church and for the world.

The response is, Jesus, Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

1. That the light of the Risen Christ may shine upon the poor, the afflicted,
the hungry, the homeless, and the those with special needs. We pray to
the Lord.

2. For all who have died during Lent especially from the coronavirus. May
Christ who conquered death, welcome them to the eternal feast of life and
light. We pray to the Lord.
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3. For all the people in the world whose lives have been affected by this virus.
For those who are sick, for the caretakers and their families. We pray to
the Lord.

4. In thanksgiving for the conclusion of the Lenten season. May the blessings
of Easter empower us to proclaim the God news of Jesus by the way we
live our lives. We pray to the Lord.

Loving God, hear and answer our prayers that we raise to you through your
risen Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concluding Prayer

Leader: God our Father, hear the prayers of your people.
Give us what you have inspired us to ask for in faith.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Leader: United to all people who are searching for you from one end of the world to the
other, as brother and sisters we pray in the words that Jesus taught us.

All: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us Lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles:

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,

look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church,

and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.

Amen.

Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
(Let us take a moment for spiritual communion)

Prayer:

My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar. |
love You above all things, and | desire to receive You into my soul. Since | cannot at
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this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. |
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Leader: May the God of all consolation bless us in every way and grant us peace all the days
of our lives.

May God free us from all anxiety strengthen our hearts and fill us with love.

All: Amen.

Leader: May Almighty God bless us, The Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
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